Travis Seifman
Department of History, University of California, Santa Barbara CA 93106
tseifman@umail.ucsb.edu
EDUCATION: 
University of California, Santa Barbara
PhD candidate, History (in progress)

Dissertation: “Performing ‘Lūchū’: Identity Performance and 

Foreign Relations in Early Modern East Asia” 
(Luke Roberts)

University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
MA Art History, May 2012
Thesis: “Pictures of an Island Kingdom: Depictions of Ryūkyū in 
Early Modern Japan” (John Szostak)
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London MA Japanese Studies (History focus), Sept. 2007
Thesis: “Seals of Red and Letters of Gold: Japanese Relations with 

Southeast Asia in the 17th Century” (Angus Lockyer)
Brandeis University
BA History & East Asian Studies, May 2004

OVERSEAS RESEARCH & LANGUAGE STUDY:

Historiographical Institute (Shiryōhensanjo) at University of Tokyo


Visiting Researcher (Japan Foundation Fellow), March to August 2017
University of the Ryukyus


Visiting Researcher (Japan Foundation Fellow), Sept 2016 to March 2017
Emmanuel College, University of Cambridge


Graduate Summer School in Early Modern Japanese Paleography, Summer 2015
National Museum of Japanese History (Rekihaku)


Visiting Researcher, Summer 2013
Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies

Intensive Summer Program in Classical Japanese, Summer 2010
Inter-University Center for Japanese Language Studies (Yokohama)


Intensive Advanced Japanese Language Program, 2007-08


Summer Intensive Kanbun Program, 2013
PUBLICATIONS:
“Hokusai’s ‘Eight Views of Ryūkyū: Islands of Imagination,” in Andon (forthcoming)
“Nihonmachi in Southeast Asia in the 16th-17th Centuries,” in Gary 

Leupp and Tao Demin (eds.), Tokugawa World, Routledge (forthcoming)

“Seals of Red and Letters of Gold: Japanese Relations with 

Southeast Asia in the 17th Century” Explorations (UH Graduate Student Journal of Southeast Asian Studies), Spring 2010, 5-22.
ACADEMIC
UCSB History Department Dissertation Fellowship (2018)
HONORS:
Funding continued dissertation research, Winter 2018
Interdisciplinary Humanities Center (UCSB)

Pre-Doctoral Fellowship (2017)


Funding continued dissertation research, Fall 2017
Japan Foundation Japanese Studies Fellowship (2016-2017)

Funding dissertation research for 11-month residency at University of the Ryukyus & University of Tokyo, Fall 2016 – Summer 2017
Schlaikjer Fellowship for Japanese History (2016, 2018)


Funding continued dissertation research, Spring 2016, Spring 2018
Joseph F. and Gina Janotta Foundation Research Prize (2014)
Awarded for research in East Asian or Trans-Pacific topics
History Associates Fellowship (Summer 2013)

From UC Santa Barbara History Associates, which funded language study & research in Japan


National Museum of Japanese History / Graduate University for Advanced Studies Grant (Summer 2013)


Funded research at the museum/graduate university in Japan as part of a partnership between that institution and U. of Hawaiʻi


Japan Foundation Graduate Studies Fellowship (Spring 2013)


Awarded as part of a three-year Japan Foundation Institutional Development Grant to UC Santa Barbara
East-West Center Assoc. Alumni Scholarship (2010-11)

Scholarship awarded to University of Hawaiʻi graduate students specializing in Asia-Pacific topics. Provides for residence at the East-West Center and involvement in the EWC scholarly community

Center for Japanese Studies Graduate Fellowship (2010-11)
Scholarship awarded to University of Hawaiʻi graduate students specializing in Japanese Studies



Foreign Language & Area Studies Scholarship (Summer 2010)




Scholarship funded by the US Department of Education to support 

attending overseas language training and area studies
LANGUAGES
*Japanese – near fluent reading ability

& SKILLS:

upper advanced conversational / writing
incl. classical grammar, kanbun, sōrōbun, and hentaigana reading ability



*Spanish – intermediate reading ability



*Mandarin – elementary level
*Okinawan – elementary level

*Experienced with Wiki markup, basic HTML and various online platforms including Twitter, Tumblr, Flickr, WordPress
TEACHING

Teaching Associate, UC Santa Barbara, 6/16-7/16
EXPERIENCE:
Japan under the Tokugawa Shoguns

· Designed, organized, and led my own course in Japanese history

· Led all class sessions (lecture and discussion)

· Designed and marked all assignments and exams

· Held office hours and worked directly with students
Teaching Assistant, UC Santa Barbara, 9/15-3/16
Writing Program
· Organized and led my own course in First-Year Composition
· Led all class sessions, designed and marked assignments
· Held office hours and worked directly with students
Teaching Assistant, UC Santa Barbara, 9/12-6/15
World History 1000-1700; Japanese History through Art & Lit.; East Asian Traditions (Premodern); East Asian Civilization; Western Civilization (1000-1700); Western Civ. (1700-present)
· Graded assignments, papers, and exams

· Led discussion sections

· Presented lectures

· Held office hours to work one-on-one with students
Graduate Assistant, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, 9/11-5/12

Global Survey of Art History
· Aided in grading of papers and exams

· Presented lectures on art history of China & Japan

· Held office hours and worked directly with students
PROFESSIONAL
CURATORIAL:
ACTIVITIES:
Co-curator, (Freelance) Picturing the Ryukyus: Images of 
Okinawa in Japanese Artworks from the UH Sakamaki/Hawley Collection, University of Hawaiʻi Art Gallery, 2/13

· Selected objects and pages/sections to display
· Researched and composed explanatory text (gallery labels)
Intern, Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, 6/11-8/11
· Handled 2,000 museum objects of various age, material, conservation status (17th-20th c. Japanese books)

· Photographed Pulverer Collection of Japanese books for online publication
Gallery Intern, Japan Society Gallery, 9/08-8/09
· Organized preparations for collections surveys, including database creation and maintenance

· Effected daily maintenance of gallery displays

· Aided in facilitation of payment of departmental expenses, and documentation and tracking thereof

· Maintained database of departmental contacts and mailing list

· Managed invitation mailings and RSVP list for departmental events 


Curatorial Intern, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 12/05-8/06
· Organized and maintained collections database, using TMS software, and physical files
· Aided in preparatory research for exhibition “Drama and Desire: Japanese Paintings from the Floating World 1690-1850”
· Performed provenance research in museum archives
EDITING AND WRITING:
Curatorial Intern, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 12/05-8/06
· Copyedited text for gallery labels and exhibition catalog contents, and contributed glossary entries for exhibition “Drama and Desire: Japanese Paintings from the Floating World 1690-1850”
DRAMATURGY:

“The Vengeful Sword” (Ise Ondo Koi no Netaba 伊勢音頭恋寝刃
University of Hawaiʻi Kabuki production Spring 2011

· Produced research on history of the play, backstory of the plot, Edo period teahouse culture, history of the setting (Ise Furuichi), and other relevant subjects
· Presented pre-show talk, “The Real Story Behind the Play”

· Contributed to design of souvenir Hawaiʻi Kabuki tenugui
· Performed a small onstage role (that of the taikomochi)
TRANSLATION:
Academic Presentations – Utsushi Symposium 10/12/10
Japanese to English translation / Editing of English translation

University of Hawaiʻi Center for Japanese Studies
EVENT ORGANIZATION:

“Networks and Negotiations: UCSB Graduate Student Conference on Premodern Japan,” co-organizer (with K. Saltzman-Li and E. Simpson), February 12-13, 2016

“Love, Peace, Dreams, and Bombs,” collaborative art exhibition / panel discussion, co-organizer (with Y. Glover, C. Gabrielson, N. Matsushima, and C. Raymond), February 26 – March 4, 2017
PROFESSIONAL
History Graduate Student Association (HGSA), UCSB
SERVICE:


Vice President (2014-2016)
Graduate Student Association (GSA), UCSB




History department representative (2013-2016)
PROFESSIONAL
Association for Asian Studies (AAS)
MEMBERSHIPS:
Japanese Arts & Globalizations Multi-Campus Workshop (JAG)




Japan Art History Forum (JAHF)



Japanese Art Society of America (JASA)




Early Modern Japan Network (EMJNet)




Premodern Japanese Studies (PMJS)
SELECTED
“Music and Ritual Diplomacy: Ryukyuans at the Shogun's Court, 
CONFERENCE
1653-1850”
PAPERS: 
The Society for Ethnomusicology, Southern California and Hawaii Chapter (SEMSCHC) Annual Conference


Pomona College, Claremont CA, Feb 24-25, 2018


「『中華』を演じる：琉球使節の江戸・北京での謁見儀礼」


"Performing the "Central Flowering": Protocols for the Ryukyu Ambassador’s Ceremonial Audiences in Edo and Beijing"

USC/Meiji University Exchange

University of Southern California, Los Angeles CA, Feb 8, 2018


“Performing “Lūchū”: Identity Performance and Diplomacy in
Early Modern East Asia”

Japan Foundation Summer Institute in Japan 2017
“Okinawan Art Today,” Love, Peace, Dreams, and Bombs event,

University of California, Santa Barbara, Mar 1, 2017
“Nihonmachi in Southeast Asia in the 16th-17th centuries,” 


Networks & Negotiations graduate student conference, 



University of California, Santa Barbara, Feb 12, 2016
“Ryukyuans in Early Modern Japan: The Journey to Edo 1710-1850” + served as panel chair/moderator

East-West Center International Conference, Okinawa, Sept 17, 2014
“New Views of Ryūkyū: Yamamoto Hōsui in Okinawa, 1887” Japan Arts & Globalizations conference, 

University of California, Irvine, Jan 31, 2014.
「ハワイ大の琉球コレクションとハワイ在住ウチナンチュ



ー」(“The University of Hawaiʻi's Ryukyu Collection & the 

Okinawan Community in Hawaiʻi”)
National Museum of Japanese History (Rekihaku), Aug 2, 2013
“Pictures of an Island Kingdom: Ryūkyū in Edo Period Popular Publications” 
Histories of the Japanese Book: Past, Present, Future symposium, University of California, Santa Barbara, May 31, 2013

“Ryukyuan Embassy Processions: A 1710 Edo Nobori Scroll from the Sakamaki/Hawley Collection”
Interpreting Parades and Processions of Edo Japan symposium

University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, Feb 11, 2013
“The Okinawa Prefectural Museum: Native Voices or National Narrative?”

Western Museums Association Conference, Honolulu, Sep 2011
“Hokusai’s Ryūkyū Hakkei: Visions of Ryūkyū” 



 Japan Art History Forum graduate student panel

College Art Association annual conference, NYC, Feb 2011

「『外蕃通書』における家康とベトナムとの通信」(“Communications between Tokugawa Ieyasu and Vietnam as seen in the Gaiban tsūsho”) 
Final research presentation in Japanese
Inter-University Center, Yokohama, Apr 18, 2008
